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1st June 2021 

 

Dear MBA member 

 

MBA BOLAND NEWSLETTER: JUNE 2021 

It is quite amazing how we experience time in days like these. It seems as if time is 

running at a much faster pace than we can control. The reason is that we experience 

the uncontrollable factors as an increasing reality on a daily basis ending in less 

control over time itself.  

 

The important lesson we must learn is that we must do whatever we do as best as we 

can in order make the best use of time. We can control what we do and how well we 

do it. The secret lies therein that now we realise that we have full control of what 

we can do. Don’t worry about what we cannot do but take control of what you can, 

and the future will take care of itself.  

 

The construction industry is slowly but surely busy to recover in the Western Cape. 

Tough times still lies ahead of us, but we must make use of every opportunity to do 

our utmost best here and now. If we take care of the now, the future will look after 

itself. There is no sense in waiting for a better future. A better future does not lie 

in longer or better waiting, but in harder work every day. Let us arise and do the 

best we can every day. 

   

The winter has fallen suddenly onto us. The rain and the cold weather are therefore 

now part of our lives. It is part of the season of replenishing ourselves and rest in 

many ways. We still must do our utmost best in fulfilling our responsibility. Keep the 

dry wood near to the fireplace and make more time for family time around the fire. 

Make use of time together to rebuild relationships to weather the storm of tough 

times that lies ahead as a family. Oh, and if you can, please enjoy it.  

 

 

http://www.mbaboland.org.za/
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COVID – 19 STATISTICS; 1 JUNE 2021 FOR THE WESTERN CAPE 

Number of deaths due to Covid-19  11 811 

Number of positive cases 294 217 

Number of people recovered 278 275 

Active cases. 4 131 

 

The Western Cape is not the epicentre of the Covid-19 pandemic. This however does 

not give us reason to stop complying in terms of the law. We must abide to the law 

keeping in mind that we are now back to Level 2. Although not much has changed in 

the measures, the curfew changed to 23h00 until 04h00. We cannot relax on the 

measures to overcome this pandemic. Stick to the rules because they are there for a 

reason.  

 

The vaccination program has kicked off and any person is free to either take the 

vaccination or not. Please take into consideration your health status as well as your 

age to make an informed decision. Younger people tend to have a much better 

immune system and therefore do not need the vaccination as a matter of urgency. 

However, this is your personal choice, but make a well-informed decision when being 

vaccinated.    

 

1. International news 

India and especially Peru are under severe pressure regarding Covid-19. 

Elsewhere in the world the pandemic is still taking its toll, but the important 

issue is to stay safe and stay healthy. Don’t do something that will place your 

health or anybody else’s health in danger.  

 

Tension is busy rising in Israel between the Israeli government and Hamas. 

Luckily, a temporary cease fire agreement was reached between the parties until 

a more permanent solution are going to be negotiated. However, the biggest 

danger is busy building up to the north where Turkey and Russia are making 

noises of taking more severe action than being part of peace talks. This is quite a 

worrying factor. Hopefully, Joe Biden’s visit to Russia will bring a calming effect 

on these war talks.   

 

The international economic scene is quite stable at this stage. The violence in 

Israel has not flowed over to the neighbouring countries and therefore did not 

impacted onto uncertainty regarding the oil price. This is normally one of the 

first signs of great uncertainty on the international economic scene. This surely 

is a positive sign at this point in time.  
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The situation in Mozambique has calmed down to a great extent, but the danger 

of overflowing instability in the neighbouring countries is not over yet. It will still 

need the South African government to engage in talks regarding the stabilization 

of the conflict in northern Mozambique. What was really disappointing was the 

very low profile South Africa played in the stabilization of the situation in 

northern Mozambique. South Africa was actually absent in the whole process like 

in many other ways in reaching solutions with complex situations.  

 

According to the credit rating agencies, Standard & Poor, Fitch and Moody’s, the 

South African credit rating is still stable with regards to state debt. S&P has 

predicted that state debt will increase up to 90% of GDP. They are very sceptic 

about the South African government’s ability to bring this situation under 

control. They are extremely worried about the influence and the power of the 

trade unions. As they put it, the tail is wagging the dog. However, Fitch is more 

positive regarding the South African government. They expect the state debt to 

rise to 94.8% of GDP in 2024. In a nutshell S&P has graded South Africa’s state 

debt as stable, Moody’s graded it as negative and Fitch also as negative. 

Therefore, the South African government must really take notice of this. This 

will affect every person if South Africa’s state debt will be downgraded to a 

lower level. They are watching us very closely with regards to the demands of the 

public workers demands to increase their salaries. If it will be granted, it will put 

immense pressure on the government to control state spending and not to be 

downgraded in the credit rating of South Africa’s state debt.  

 

2. National 

The latest news regarding the fuel price can be experienced with mixed emotions. 

The price of petrol will decrease with ten cents per litre and the price of diesel 

will increase with 21 cents per litre. Overall, the fuel price will have a negative 

impact on the economy and the inflation rate.  

 

The Reserve Bank of South Africa has announced their views on the future with 

regards to the interest rate. The interest repo rate will stay the same at 3.5% 

and the prime rate will stay the same at 7%. They expect the inflation rate to be 

at an average of 4.2%. It is a bit lower than the predicted 4.3%. The expected 

inflation rate is unchanged at 4.4% for 2022 and 4.5% for 2023. It is generally 

expected that the inflation rate will rise to 5% later this year, but it will fall 

back to 4.3% before the end of the year. The expected growth rate for the 

coming year will be 2.3% as percentage of GDP and will remain at that level until 

2023.  
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This brings me to the business view of BSA. BSA is quite worried about the 

latest demands of the trade unions with regards to their demands for salary 

increases. Some very interesting facts came to light when it was found that the 

salaries of public workers have increased with 19% in real terms in comparison 

with the salaries of private sector employees that decreased with 5% in real 

terms. It could be motivated in some way if the levels of public services and the 

contribution to the economy increased, but it actually dropped to near non-

existent. This is in fact a screaming injustice. If read together with the growing 

state debt as percentage of GDP it is quite logical that no salary increase of 

public salaries can be justified in any way. If taken into consideration that South 

Africa is nearing the 100% debt rate of GDP, the message is written onto the 

wall, it is a no-go! But this is what will happen when the trade unions have too 

much power within and over the government. Due to technological progress the 

number of public positions should be in fact drastically cut and given the impact 

of nepotism and cadre deployment, it must be tackled with vigorous urgency.   

 

The CEO of Eskom announced that the debt of Eskom decreased from R484 

billion to R 401 billion. R50 billion was paid back and R43 was lowered due to a 

more favourable exchange rate of our currency rate. This is indeed very good 

news. It is clearly a sign that if you put the right people in the right positions the 

right things will happen. Transnet is also going to invest R100 billion in our major 

harbours to stimulate export. This will entail improvements at Durban, Cape Town 

and Port Elizabeth Harbours.  

 

The government has pushed for more rigorous legislation regarding BBBEE. Due 

to a lot of opposition from BSA and other parties all businesses with less than 50 

employees are exempted. According to government officials Affirmative Action is 

applied to rectify the wrongs of the past. The question is until when? Is there a 

window period? No, the end is nowhere in sight. Businesses with 50 employees and 

more will however be forced to implement more measures to increase the number 

of blacks in their employment. The fact of the matter is, this has nothing to do 

with business and everything with race and race-driven discrimination. To add 

onto this argument, Minister Thulas Nxesi admitted that R9 billion mysteriously 

disappeared from the Unemployment Insurance Fund when it was invested in 

black businesses. As one of the commentators put it, you cannot praise a fish for 

swimming. It is logically expected from a fish to swim. The problem is the fish is 

dead, it is not swimming anymore. Therefore, the government must do their work 

and stop fiddling with race-based measures to stimulate the economy. This 

useless spending of taxpayers’ money is pushing South Africa even further down 

the path of self -destruction.   
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There is a huge concern with regards to state debt to banks. The biggest buyers 

of state effects are the banks. The biggest concern however is what if South 

Africa’s credit rating will be downgraded, it will affect the liquidity of banks to a 

great extent. It can wipe out the major banks overnight when the value of the 

Rand is going to be devalued due to a downgraded credit rating. It also will deeply 

impact investment trust by other countries. It seems as if the government is 

functioning in silos, and they cannot see the domino effect their illogical actions 

have on the total economy. It is time that they will wake up to reality and start 

doing the right thing. The government policies increased the risk for investors. It 

can cause state expenditure to skyrocket and the IMF and western countries to 

withdraw from investing in South Africa. South Africa as investment opportunity 

is becoming less and less attractive by the day.  

 

Surely the most alarming news is the fact that the ANC and the EFF are seeking 

common ground in order to push through the proposed amendment of Article 25 

of the Constitution regarding property rights and Expropriation without 

Compensation. If this proposed bill pass it will make the South African 

government the custodian of all property in South Africa. No property rights will 

be guaranteed.  This is going to push South Africa into a state of total chaos. It 

is absolute madness to say the least. I really hope and trust that this madness 

will be stopped in time before this wonderful country will be destroyed in the 

name of socialism. This is going to erode the whole foundation of free market and 

doing sound business. Property rights are the most basic guarantee on which a 

sound economy is built.  

 

The unemployment has skyrocketed to a whopping 43% and the South African 

government is still pushing forward on the road to totalitarian socialism. One of 

the political commentators put it so clear when he made the remark that this 

Covid-19 pandemic was the perfect storm to expose the inability for this 

government to govern South Africa properly. I think this sums it up. Nothing 

more have to be said.  
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3. Provincial and Local  

The water situation in the western cape is very promising. The winter season has 

kicked off with heavy rains and cold weather as we have known it in the past. The 

dam levels are as follow:   

 

No. Dam Percentage  

1 Bergrivier 83.6% 

2 Steenbras Lower  60.6% 

3 Steenbras Upper 55.4% 

4 Theewaterskloof  80.0% 

5 Voëlvlei 61.8% 

6 Wemmershoek 63.2% 

 Totaal 74.9% 

 

I am still very optimistic that the construction industry in the Western Cape is 

going to pick up and thrive once again. The Western Cape is one of the few 

economic growth points in South Africa. Many people from Gauteng and elsewhere 

are migrating to the Boland. We only have to face the storm and live through it. 

As they say in English, bite the bullet, better times are on its way.  

 

Some very interesting news regarding the Covid-19 pandemic is that a number of 

offices are now vacant due to the fact that many people are now working from 

home. This has caused the market to become a “buyers-market” where young and 

upcoming entrepreneurs can start their own business by having a far bigger say in 

the renting levies. It has levelled the renting market to a great extent. Due to 

the fact that more vacant office space is available, it has also forced down the 

selling prices of office space. Investors can therefore now buy office space at 

lower prices. It is definitely something to keep in mind, because at some point in 

time this pandemic will turn and the situation will return to normal again. Load 

shedding also cause people not to work from home, because internet is not a given 

from home. Office space will therefore always be in demand. The Boland is the 

place to be. Watch this space. 

 

Die MBA Boland SHE Forum meetings will commence in June 2021. The date will 

soon be announced.   

 

MBA Boland can now also act as Construction Health and Safety Agent. Members 

are encouraged to spread the word to Clients that Willem Liebenberg is now fully 

registered at the SACPCMP as Pr CHSA. Together we can do better. We are at 

your service.   
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The SACPCMP exams are also in full swing and will be conducted at MBA Boland 

at the end of every month. The SACPCMP will notify you of the relevant dates.  

 

I want to close off with a challenging thought. We are living in times of great 

trials. Trials can be seen as obstacles or as challenges to overcome. When a trial 

crosses your path and it is regarded as a challenge, it becomes a character-

building exercise. It is only strong characters that will survive the storm. We are 

facing a storm, let’s face it and live through it. When its’ going tough, the tough 

get going. We are the tough. So, lets’ get going! 

 

 

Remember to build with the best, build with MBA Boland.   

 

MBA Boland regards 

 

  
WA Liebenberg 

B.Sc.Agric.Hons(US), NADSAM Diploma (UNISA), MDP Diploma (UV) 

SACPCMP Pr Construction Health & Safety Agent (CHSA/115/2021) 

SAIOSH Chartered Member (Member Number: 36756902) 

MBA Boland 

Cell: 079 501 9321; Tel:  021 – 863 3330; Fax: 021 – 863 3331 

E – mail: safety@mbaboland.org.za 

 

 

Professional Construction Health and Safety Agent 

SACPCMP: Pr. CHSA / 115 / 2021 

 

mailto:safety@mbaboland.org.za

