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Dear MBA Members 

 

MBA BOLAND NEWSLETTER: DECEMBER 2021 

We just had a sigh of relieve from the third wave of the Covid pandemic that seemed to 

be over, when we are facing the fourth wave that is now upon us. The scientists call the 

new variant the Omicron-variant. All we know at this stage is that this variant is not as 

deadly as the Delta–variant, children are more likely to be infected and the possibility 

that people will end up in hospital is less. 

 

This brings me to the question, should we be vaccinated or not? There are various 

arguments for and against compulsory vaccinations. I have followed various discussions and 

articles on this issue over the last few months. However, the case will have to be tested 

ultimately in court before a specific point of view can finally be put forward. Many people 

will reason that it is their constitutional right to decide over their own body. According to 

some scientists, if the population has reached an immunity level of 85%, vaccinations would 

not be required anymore for the simple reason that you cannot lock up the world forever 

for just in case somebody will contract the virus. Ironically no one can at this stage tell 

with absolute clarity what is the actual infection rate and what is the actual recovery 

rate. What is furthermore an area of great concern is that even if you are vaccinated, it 

does not prevent you from infecting other people or to contract the virus yourself. So, 

the important question here is, why should I then get vaccinated? Some scientists 

however took a stance and said that the balance of morality determines that the individual 

should give up his or her personal right of personal choice in favour of the broader 

community’s health. However, the previous arguments defy this very stance to give up your 

personal choice. In the end it is not going to be a scientific decision, but a political 

decision that will determine the answer to this question, should vaccination be made 

compulsory or not?  

 

It is quite certain that the economy must open and stay open to get it going. People have 

suffered greatly since the economy has been closed down to various levels over the last 18 

months. The reality is many people have died due to the Coronavirus and by far the 

majority have survived and stayed healthy despite the pandemic. The opinion of calling 
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this an epidemic, in other words, an ongoing situation that must be managed according to 

the levels of infection untill this pandemic has played out to such an extent that new 

infections will become the exception to the rule rather than the rule itself, is getting 

stronger and stronger. In the end it will boil down to the economy versus the health of 

people. Either way there will have to be sacrifices to be made. We have to work and get 

the economy going again to its full capacity otherwise we will be left with a much bigger 

problem, social unrest that can spill over into full scale revolution due to growing 

unemployment and massive levels of poverty.  

 

Updated Covid-19 Western Cape Statistics: Total infections up untill 30th November 2021 

COVID–19 STATISTISTICS ON 30th SEPTEMBER 2021: WESTERN CAPE 

Number of active cases 1 451 

Number of people recovered 514 325 

Covid-19 pandemic - Number of Covid-19 cases  538 999 

Number of deaths due to Covid-19 20 223 

 

The election is something of the past and it has played out as it was predicted in most 

cases. It seems that the political future of South Africa is more and more in the hands of 

coalitions. In a society so diverse as in South Africa it is going to require new skills to 

balance the political power on municipal level as well on provincial and national level. All we 

know is that politics as it plays out has very little to do with principles and values, but 

everything with the balance of power. The delivering of services and good governance is 

only the tool to aquire political power, not the end goal. In the end we will get what we 

vote for. We can vote for a better or a worse future. The secret to the unlocking of a 

better future is to educate our voters in good and solid values and principles. Unluckily the 

the Department of Education has failed us dismally in this regard. The drop out rate of 

pupils from school before reaching matric has doubled during Covid and standards are still 

dropping to ensure the same or slightly higher pass rate. The real solution does not lie in 

the dropping of standards in order to maintain the same or higher passing rate, but it lies 

in better trained teachers, a higher level of professionalism and higher levels of pride in 

maintaining high standards. We all know this is not the case. What is also very disturbing, 

the pupils that dropped out of school during Covid have now become a government liability. 

There is also no special programme by government to empower these pupils by equipping 

them with practical skills in order to enter the labour market as skilled or semi-skilled 

labourers. The government have broken down our educational system to such an extent 

that even many of our degrees achieved by students at South African Universities are not 

recognized anymore on international level at all international entities and governments. 

This is sad, because it will greatly affects our students’ futures who want to work abroad.  

 

The economy in the Western Cape and Boland area is still quite stable. Our member 

companies have reported a definite growth in the number of projects that have been 

enrolled for the near future and early 2022. This is excellent news, and we are looking 

forward to a full new year in this regard. 
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1. International news 

The United States of American is quickly losing international image and the initiative 

and power to influence the world. The Covid-19 pandemic and the fourth wave will 

however affect all of us. The only diffence is the way in which we are going to react to 

the fourth wave. This will determine whether we will survive, stagnate or thrive. 

  

The Russians are busy building up a big force of military troops on the Ukranian border 

and according to some journalists it is in the order of 85 000 troops. Many reporters 

are speculating regarding the motive of Putin. Some say it is all about a display of 

power to enforce a diplomatic outcome in their favour. Other reporters speculated 

that it is an open invitation to war with the Ukraine. The only problem is that if, and 

that is a big if, this conflict will be contained to the Ukranian situation it will only 

affect them. Yet, there is always the potential for that conflict to spill over to the 

international scene which can lead to World War 111. Let’s hope that all the parties 

who are involved in the reaching of a solution will have the patience of Job and the 

wisdom of Solomon. 

  

The international economy is still stable but can be ripped right open if any signs of 

war appear on the international scene. The fourth wave of Covid caused the crude oil 

price to go down once again due to lower demand of crude oil. Yet, South Africa will not 

be able to enjoy the luxury of the benefit thereof. Our weakening Rand has now 

reached critical levels. According to the economists the Rand has lost 99% of its value 

since the Rand came into existence in 1961. This is quite scary. When we are 

considering that in 1996 the Rand had more or less 35% of its original value, we can 

look back in absolute dismay in what the current government achieved. With the 

weakening Rand on the one hand and the rising crude oil price on the other hand it only 

spells a weakening South African economy. The middle class will most probably be 

affected the most. The middle class in South African will come under severe pressure 

not only to survive, but they can be wiped from the economic scene in South Africa if 

the situation continues as it is now.  

 

2. National 

We sadly take notice of the death of the former State President FW de Klerk who 

died on the 11th November 2021. Some people would mourn and other would not. The 

fact is he played a crucial role in determining the future of South Africa together with 

the former and deceased President Nelson Mandela. Together they played a very 

important role in the establishment of the first democracy in South Africa. Let us 

honour him therefore.  

 

Sadly, load shedding is once again part of our lives. The severity of the brokenness of 

Eskom are beginning to surface now. Load shedding is costing the Western Cape ± R150 

million a day. Who knows what the daily cost is nationally. Hopefully Mr. Andre de 
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Ruyter and his esteemed collegues will find the wisdom and patience to overcome the 

problems. However, it has come to light once again the absolute detrimental results of 

cadre deployment and the deep-seated corruption within all state departments and 

public enterprises. It will surely take a long time and a lot of will power to root out all 

these evil.  

 

The minister of Finance allocated another R42 billion for 2021 to Eskom and R25 billion 

for 2022. Eskom has become a bottomless pit in which state money is dumped without 

any light in the tunnel. In the next 10 years the government will have to spend R230 

billion to keep Eskom afloat. The most profound news was that Mpumalanga government 

owes Eskom nearly 50% of all outstanding debt. Mpumalanga is also the worst managed 

province by far except the Free State. It is time that the politicians must be hold 

responsible for the mess they are creating and pulling down our economy.  

 

The unemployment rate of South Africa is now officially 34.9% and the extended 

unemployment rate is 46.7%, the highest ever. The most worrying factor is that only 

3.4 million of 10 million people between the age of 18 – 35 are employed. They are the 

future leaders and managers of South Africa. The Construction Industry have 

suffered a loss of 65 000 jobs in 2021.  

 

To add to our misery the fuel prices went up once again. Currently users will pay R17.30 

per litre for diesel and R19.53 per litre of petrol in the Western Cape. This is the 

highest fuel price ever. The inflation rate will be impacted quite negatively over the 

short to medium term. The domino effect thereof has not yet been felt, but is going to 

affect everyone of us. If we take into consideration that the crude oil price is now 

actually lower, it is even more shocking. The weakening Rand is the culprit, and the 

South African economy is becoming less and less attractive from an investors’ point of 

view. One of the economists commented in one of his articles the other day the basic 

fuel price should be R9.73 per litre (47% of the total fuel price), but due to the heavy 

tax burden put onto the fuel price, we are paying far more than it needed to be. To put 

this into perspective furthermore, corruption, fraud and cadre deployment cost South 

Africa R744 billion over the past 5 years. The income derived from tax on fuel was 

R751 billion. In essence the tax on fuel financed corruption, fraud and cadre 

deployment over the past 5 years. This is the least to say, absolutely shocking.  

 

However, many economists are optimistic that the South African economy can be 

turned around if the principles of sound financial management will be implemented and 

preserved. The right to own private property must be secured at all costs. Once that is 

taken away the downfall of the economy will follow quickly and will be detrimental to 

our economy. The principle of free market must be protected and the latest drive of 

government to increase the minimum salaries and to increase the BBBEE requirements 

and Affirmative Action percentages, will stop all economic growth that was predicted 

under the current situation.  
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The Rand must restore its reliable value in the marketplace. The Rand lost 99% of its 

value since it was instituted in 1961. In 1996 the Rand lost 37% of its value since 1961. 

In only 25 years since 1996 the Rand lost 58% of its fiscal value. Something serious is 

wrong here. The bank repo rate has been lifted with 0,25% and is currently 3.75%. The 

prime rate is now 7.25%. The economic growth rate in terms of GDP is predicted at 

2.5%. It is still far too low. The inflation rate is 5.0%, but the impact of the increased 

fuel price has not been internalised. The predicted inflation rate is 4.3% for 2022 and 

4.6% for 2023. We will have to wait and see what the future will hold for us. 

Taxpayers are rapidly busy adjusting their patterns of expenditure and less and less 

disposable income will be spent on luxuries.  

 

South Africa received fantastic news lately when the proposed Bill to change Article 

25 of the Constitution in order to enable Expropiation without Compensation was voted 

down in Parliament. If this Bill would pass the cornerstone of the free market and 

business as a whole would be destroyed. Hopefully this will send out a very storng 

message out to the government, do your job and stop fiddling with policy in order to 

hide your own incompetency and fraudulent activities. I salute the people who had the 

courage to vote against this insane motion of the government. At least business can 

once again start doing business without lokking over their shoulder in fear of EWC.   

 

One of the political reporters of Friendly Mail made a remark that really hit the nail on 

its head in my opinion. The government must allow business to do business in order for 

business to grow business and to create jobs. Jobs created by government are not real 

jobs, because government jobs are artificial of nature. Jobs created by business add 

value to the economy, but jobs created by government add only value to the party (the 

ANC), because the government has only created an environment of dependency for 

voters and public workers.  

 

3. Provincial and Local   

Dam levels in the Western Cape:       

No. Dam Percentage  

1 Bergrivier 98.9% 

2 Steenbras Lower  90.9% 

3 Steenbras Above 96.5% 

4 Theewaterskloof  98.8% 

5 Voëlvlei 96.7% 

6 Wemmershoek 92.4% 

 Total 97.3% 
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The Construction Industry in the Boland is quite stable. We are experiencing a boom in 

the residential market due to many people from other provinces that are semi-grating 

to the Boland and the Western Cape. The rumours of big industrial developments in the 

Boland area have not materialised yet, but there are signs of numerous new contracts 

regarding government contracts for important and much needed development and 

maintenance of infrastructure.  

 

During our annual prize giving at MBA Boland we once again awarded the member 

companies who performed excellent in terms of Health & Safety during 2021. I gladly 

want to share with you the award winners in the different categories: 

 
Category  Company Award Location 

Projects  >  R40 million Isipani Construction Trophy Campus Key, Stellenbosch 

Projects  >  R40 million Longworth & Faul Certificate Bex Group, Stellenbosch 

Projects <  R40 million Isipani Construction Trophy Delecta Fruit, Paarl 

Projects <  R40 million JJ Dempers Certificate Cedar Peak, Porterville 

Factories JA Clift Granietwerke Trophy Paarl 

Factories Hardmond Houtwerke Certificate Paarl 

Builders Yard Isipani Construction Trophy Paarl 

Builders Yard JJ Dempers Certificate Paarl 

House Builders Bertoncello Trophy House Rustenburg, Constantia 

House Builders JJ Dempers Certificate House Gaetje, Paarl 

Allied Trades Lategan Sementwerke Trophy Wellington 

Allied Trades Prowell Kombuise Certificate Paarl 

Safety Person of the 

Year 

Zubair Cook 

Iispani Construction 

Trophy Campus Key, Stellenbosch 

Safety Person of the 

Year 

William Ngalo 

Remey Construction 

Certificate Bex Group, Stellenbosch 

Person : Best Progress 

in Safety 

Hans April 

Longworth & Faul 

Trophy Paarl 

Excellence in Safety Gizelle Frans 

Isipani Construction 

Trophy Paarl 

 

Lastly I think it is absolutely worthy to congratulate Maxine Dempers and Sunil 

Moonsamy on their registration with the SACPCMP as Construction Health & Safety 

Manager and Construction Health & Safety Officer respectively.  Willem Liebenberg 

was registered as Professional Construction Health & Safety Agent at the SACPCMP 

during February 2021. This completes the picture. MBA Boland is now the only MBA in 

South Africa where all the Consultants are registered at the SACPCMP.  
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Words of inspiration / Thoughts to ponder 

 

In 299 BC there once lived the famous Greek King, Pyrrhus and under his reign the 

Greeks won a number of famous and decisive battles against the Romans. After the 

second and last famous battle against the Romans in 299 BC he was asked about the 

battle that was won. It was a very costly battle in terms of the lives of soldiers. He 

replied that although they have won the battle, the victory was too expensive in terms 

of the lives of soldiers lost. The term since then are used to define or describe a 

shamefull victory. He went on to say that they could not afford another victory, 

because then they would loose everything.  

 

This brings me to the point regarding South Africa. The ANC once again won in most 

provinces, but it was a shamefull victory, because South Africa could not afford 

another ANC victory again. We urgently have to re-amagine South Africa and our 

future. There is very little time left for that luxury. With that in mind we must 

consider the alternatives to ensure a better future. Winning is not everything, because 

living has become too expensive and lives have become cheap. Let us lower the cost of 

living and lift the value of life once again in order to establish a society of worth and 

value.     

 

The other day I have watched quite an inspiring video of a man and his daughter that 

were driving and approaching a storm. She was driving and she asked her dad what she 

should do. He advised her to drive on. When they entered the storm, the storm got 

even worse, and many people pulled over. She asked him again what she should do. He 

urged her to drive on through the storm. Even heavy trucks started to pull over. She 

kept on driving until they went right through the storm. He asked her to stop after 

they were outside the storm. He asked her then to climb out. When they looked back, 

he asked her what did she see? She said: “I see the storm”. What else do you see? he 

urged her. I don’t see the people who are in the storm. Where are they now, he asked 

her? Still inside the storm she replied. So, what is the lesson you have learned? he 

asked her. She replied that if she pulled over, they would still be in the storm. Exactly 

he said, when you hit the storm, keep on driving even when things get rough. I urge you 

all to face your storms and keep on driving and keep on working untill you are through 

the storm.  
 

It is time to re-imagine our future and once again have a Codesa in order to put 

together the brightest minds together, disregard all philosophies from which current 

economic policies are derived. Let us look at South Africa and make the best ideas 

work for us and work the best ideas to create a better future.  

 

 



8 

 

 

 

Remeber to build with the best, build with MBA Boland.       

 

MBA Boland regards 

     
 WA Liebenberg 

 B.Sc.Agric.Hons (US), NADSAM Diploma (UNISA), MDP Diploma (UV) 

 SACPCMP : Professional Pr. CHSA/115/2021 

 SAIOSH Chartered Member (Member Number: 36756902) 

 MBA Boland: Cell: 079 501 9321; Tel:   021 – 863 3330 ;  

 E – mail: safety@mbaboland.org.za 

 

      
   Professional Construction Health and Safety Agent 

   SACPCMP Registration : CHSA / 115 / 2021 
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